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Chapter 1
Towards a Community Approach of the
Aftermath of War in the Former Yugoslavia:
Collective Experiences, Social Practices, and
Representations

Dario Spini, Guy Elcheroth and Rachel Fasel

By the end of the last century, people in the formerYugoslavia were forced to confront
massive destruction and extreme violence that occurred in different regions between
1991 and 2001.1 The breakdown of the Yugoslavian federal state and the brutal vio-
lence that accompanied it generated changes in the economic, political, and familial
spheres as well as in the social fabric of everyday life. Dramatic social changes heav-
ily influenced individual life trajectories, and traces of these changes remain visible
20 years after the most tragic events. One symbol of these scars is Mostar, which is
a city in Bosnia-Herzegovina that was heavily targeted and destroyed, as were other
cities that previously had integrated communities such as Sarajevo, Srebrenica, and
Vukovar. Let us consider three different episodes that occurred in Mostar in the crit-
ical period between 1990 and 2006 as a preliminary illustration of the main issues
that will be addressed in this book.

Most people who have commented on this violence and these crimes have empha-
sised that the events in Bosnia-Herzegovina constituted an “ethnic war”. However,
as we will argue in this book, this statement was likely truer after the war than before
the war. Ethnic groups for many people were emphasised as membership categories
and were not central reference groups (Hyman 1942) in daily life before the war (see
Chap. 3 by Sekulic). These groups became shared realities as outcomes of the nation-
alist propaganda and organised political violence (Elcheroth and Spini 2011). The
vast majority of people were forced to endure violence and to position themselves

1For a short description of the political events that occurred during this period, see Appendix 1,

Table 1.4.
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